SCHOOL DANCE RULES

     From time to time, classes and other organizations sponsor dances at the school, usually on Friday nights.  Students are not admitted to the building before the announced starting time nor later than one hour after the dance has begun.  Dances terminate promptly and no later than 11:00 PM.  Please do not plan to leave the building during a dance.  Students leaving before a dance concludes will not be readmitted.

     Dances at Westhill are ordinarily restricted to Westhill High School students unless special permission has been obtained from the Main Office and a Westhill student has obtained a guest pass.  The Westhill student is responsible for the conduct of his/her guest.  Middle School students are not invited to High School dances.

     Adult chaperones will monitor students upon their entry to a dance.  Students will be required to sign in; tickets should be sold on a pre-sale basis only, if appropriate.  No book bags, backpacks, etc. should be brought into school during a dance.

     With the understanding that all attire worn to a school dance is to be "in good taste", regardless of whether a dance is a semi-formal or more "informal", the Dress Code which is in effect for the normal school day is modified for school dances.  Guidelines for such dress will continue to be communicated to students and to parents.  Any questions should be directed to an administrator, prior to the night of the dance.

     Dancing which is explicitly suggestive or provocative shall not be allowed.  A student who is dancing inappropriately will be warned and told to stop.  Should the behavior then continue, the student will be required to leave the dance following the notification of a parent.

     The District Drug and Alcohol Policy (see below) is in effect for all school events, including school dances.  Its terms and consequences apply to all students. regardless of quantity of substance used or possessed.  An alco-sensor device and a police officer will generally be present at all school dances.  The alco-sensor will be administered to any student who exhibits behavior which creates suspicion of alcohol use.  Refusal to take an alcosensor test may in any case result in a determination of guilt.  A parent will be contacted in all cases. 

DRUG AND ALCOHOL POLICY                     

     The Board of Education of the Westhill Central School District acknowledges the need for the entire school community to provide an educational environment, which is healthy and safe for its young people.  To do so requires the prohibition and elimination of drug use and abuse by our students, to be facilitated by an increased awareness for parents, educators and students alike of the physical, social, emotional, intellectual and legal consequences of such actions.

Prevention and Awareness

     The following are among the components of our prevention program, the purpose of which is to have our young people refuse to begin the use/abuse of drugs:

1. A K-12 curriculum which provides accurate and age-appropriate information to students about drugs, including alcohol and tobacco; also, skills and techniques are discussed and developed which will enable them to make good decisions and thus refuse to participate in the use/abuse of these substances.

2. Both within and outside of the curriculum described above, efforts will be made to develop and promote positive student self esteem, which is recognized as critical for resistance to negative peer pressure and the temptation to use drugs and alcohol.

3. The district promotes and encourages communication with parents, community agencies and legal authorities in an effort to maintain a consistent message to our young people, both in and out of school.  In addition, school programs in which the consequences of substance abuse and the promotion of positive self-esteem are discussed, and substance-free alternative activities are to be encouraged.  Parent involvement in such activities, to whatever extent it is practical, is beneficial and desired.

Disciplinary Measures

     If students should become involved in the use of, be under the influence of, possess, or distribute drugs or alcohol on school premises or at school events, the following procedures shall result.  Such use is defined as the consumption, possession, or distribution of drugs or drug paraphernalia.

1. Information received by school officials concerning the use of drugs or alcohol by students in school or at school–supervised activities will be communicated to parents.

2. Students determined to be involved in drug or alcohol use and/or distribution on school premises or at school events will be suspended immediately for five (5) school days, such suspension being in accordance with Section 3214 of the New York State Education Law.
     When appropriate, the matter will be referred to the legal authorities.  In all cases the following requirements must be met as a prerequisite for readmission:

a. a parent/student conference with the Superintendent of Schools, which may take the form of a Superintendent's Hearing.

b. evidence that a satisfactory program of action has been developed to prevent recurrence of the problem, and periodic reviews will take place.

c. other conditions for reinstatement may be established by the Building Principal or Superintendent of Schools if deemed necessary to secure the health, safety or welfare of the student or of others.

d. if the above requirements are not immediately met, the Superintendent may call for a formal hearing according to law.

3.  If the student is involved in drug or alcohol use or distribution on a second occasion during the same school year, the Superintendent will conduct a formal hearing.

a. if the student is 16 years of age or older, the suspension will be for a minimum of twenty (20) school days.

b. if the student is under 16 years of age, the suspension will be for a minimum of twenty (20) school days and home tutoring will be provided.

4.  If the infractions occur over a period of more than one school year, the student will be suspended for a minimum of five (5) days and a Superintendent's hearing will be held, at which time a determination of any further consequence will be made.

