Teacher: Kurt Sweeney


Course: 6th grade Social Studies

Lesson Plan Template

Unit:
Geography

Lesson: Using and Exploring an Atlas

Date: 9/25/13

	Curriculum Standard(s)

Identify the curriculum standards to be taught; connect to other standards within or outside of the discipline.
	NYS Social Studies Standard 1: History of the United States and New York.

NYS Social Studies Standard 2: World History

NYS Social Studies Standard 3: Geography

NYS ELA CCLS: Speaking and Listening Standard 1- Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on Grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

NYS ELA CCLS: Reading Standards Information  Text 1- Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.


	Student/Class Profile

Identify any accommodations in instruction to meet student learning needs.
	There are 24 students in the class. There is a wide range of social studies levels of understanding in the classroom. To best individually fit the need of each student, there are visual accommodations with the SMART board, a healthy mix of individual, partner, and group activities throughout the lesson to differentiate the instruction for the kinesthetic learner.

	Learning Outcomes

Identify the important concepts and skills that students will be expected to learn.
	Students will be able to:

1) Work together collaboratively in small groups and partners to successfully accomplish a task.

2) Understand what an atlas is and how to effectively use an atlas.

Essential Question(s): “Why is it important to know what type of information is in an atlas? Where could we see it and use it in real life?”


	Assessments
Identify the formative and/or summative assessments used to determine student progress towards achieving the learning outcomes of the lesson.
	Formative Assessment

1) The atlas scavenger hunt worksheet will be collected and reviewed tonight by myself. 

2) I will formatively assess the students who seemed to struggle by walking around and observing the students during the lesson, as well as analyzing the answers by each student that night.

*We will go over the answers tomorrow in class; students that struggled will be focused on while going over worksheet.

Summative Assessment
Our end of the unit summative assessment on geography is scheduled for Friday, October 4th.

	Cognitive Engagement
Include: Warm-up or opening to lesson, activities to engage students in the intended learning outcomes, closure activity.
	Social Studies Lesson 9:28-10:07
9:28 – 9:35 Bell Ringer
1) Bell ringer – Students are asked: “What type of information can be found in an atlas?” They are to use the strategy think/pair/share. Once they have thought of their answer and discussed with a partner, we will have students share their answer.

2) After they will be collected.
9:35-10:05 – Instructional Lesson – Model whole group and collaborative partner work

1) Students will already have at their desk a copy of the atlas and atlas scavenger hunt worksheet.

2) I will explain what exactly an atlas is and why it is important. I will explain how an atlas is simply a book of maps that helps us to study the earth (geography).

3) I will also walk through the table of contents and how to effectively find information in the atlas.

4) Additionally I will discuss the three types of maps in an atlas; I will also go over the index and glossary.

5) We will model whole group questions 1 and 2 on the scavenger hunt before students go off to work in partners for cooperative learning on the rest of the scavenger hunt.

6) I will walk around to each group to make sure they are exploring the atlas successfully. This will allow for more direct instruction for the students that need extra help.

Closure

1) At around 10:05 we will stop (some will be finished or finishing, others maybe be working at a slower pace). I’ll explain we will go over the scavenger hunt tomorrow in class.  

2) I will ask students any struggles or challenges they faced while doing the activity.

3) This is essentially a day and a half lesson; most likely the activity will need to be finished tomorrow.
Formative Assessment

The atlas scavenger hunt worksheet will be collected and reviewed tonight by myself. I will identify the students who seemed to struggle by walking around the classroom during the lesson, as well as analyzing the answers by each student that night.

*We will go over the answers tomorrow in class; students that struggled will be focused on while going over worksheet.

Summative Assessment
Our end of the unit summative assessment on geography is scheduled for Friday, October 4th.
Extending Activity (Homework)

For homework at the end of the day they will be given a worksheet that practices the atlas skill used today, they need to look at a map and answer questions.


	Adjustment/Modifications
Identify ways in which you may adjust the lesson if formative assessments warrant modification.
	Although no modifications were used during this lesson, several could be used to differentiate the instruction if modifications were warranted:

1) Individually work with student and/or students that require modifications during group activity with an atlas to individually instruct them through lesson.

2) Partners lower students with higher students to help guide and help them with group activities. 

3) A modified scavenger hunt could be made with less questions.

4) A student with a visual disability could be the scavenger hunt on 11 by 17 inch paper.

5) Student with a certain learning disability could have scavenger hunt read to them and scribed for them. 

	Groups
How will students be grouped for each activity of the lesson?
	Each group has a mixed level of high and low social studies students. This is purposely designed so students can positively work collaboratively to help out each other on the task. This will result with higher students helping out if needed during group activity.

	Resources
Identify resources and materials needed for lesson, including technology.
	SMART board, Elmo, atlas, homework sheet on latitude/longitude, atlas scavenger hunt worksheet, bell ringer sheet, studies always need their Social Studies Binder.


